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maintain his hold on the coast. But his dominion in the
hinterland, where he still had an army of at least 60,000 men
under Ibrahim and Suleiman, was not seriously affected. For
though his men were harassed and outflanked by the armed
mountaineers, they were still in possession of Damascus,
Aleppo, Jerusalem and Gaza. All that the Allies could do in
this situation was to blockade the Egyptian ports and maintain
their hold on the Syrian coast.

When the news reached France that the Sultan had deposed
Mohammed Ali, and that a Turco-European landing had been
made on the Syrian coast, the French were thunderstruck.
The moment, they thought, had come for a forceful inter-
vention in support of their ally. " The state of things/* wrote
the English Ambassador in Paris, "has an appearance very
menacing to the internal tranquillity of the country and to the
general peace of the world.. .. No French government could
refrain from resisting the expulsion of Mohammed Ali from

Egypt."1

Then came a masterful advocation of Mohammed Ali's
political existence from Thiers in a note to his ambassador in
London. " The Viceroy of Egypt, from the provinces which he
governs, from the seas over which his influence extends, is
necessary to secure the proportions actually existing between
the different states of the world."2

Palmerston was therefore obliged to instruct Ponsonby to
state to the Porte, in conjunction with the Allied ambassadors,
that in pursuance of the " Separate Act," the Powers strongly
recommend to the Sultan that Mohammed Ali should be
reinstated in Egypt with hereditary powers if he should
restore the Turkish fleet and evacuate the rest of the Turkish
dominions under his government. Mohammed Ali should be
notified of this by the Sultan, and both the Ambassador and
commander-in-chief were instructed to afford every facility.3

But for the moment it was towards France that the eyes of
Europe were turned. Instead of the tiger of revolution being
unmuzzled, the world suddenly saw a farce. Louis Philippe
wanted peace at any price; for an attempt on his life was made
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